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HRD Turns Down
PMO idea On
Accreditation

Anubhuti.Vishnoi@timesgroup.com

New Delhi:Having gone with the
PMO on most contentious issues
SmritiIrani had resisted, the HRD
ministry has turned down its
proposal on accreditation of
educational institutes against
quality parameters.

With questionsraised over the cred-
ibility and integrity of the current
accreditation regime, the Prime
Minister’s Office had proposed that
multiple independent international
agencies be introduced to ensure
greater transparency and for timely
and scientific accreditation of insti-
tutes. It is learnt that HRD Minister
Prakash Javadekar pointed out that
top notch Indian institutes were just
as competent and probably better
placed todothe job.

Itis gathered that the HRD ministry
suggested that II'Ts, [IMs, NITs and
institutes of national importance be
roped in for accreditation.

Trani had run into conflict with the
PMO over the regulatory regime for
world class institutesand theautono-
my of TIMs butJavadekar has ended
the row by agreeing to bulk of sug-
gestions from the PMO.
Accreditation is probably the only
pointonwhich hisministry istaking
aline different from the PMO’s.

The PMO, which has been monitor-
ingthe HRDministryagainstnear4s
action points, has listed finalisation
of guidelines “to allow internation-
ally reputed institutions to accredit
higher education institutions” by
June 2016. At a stock taking meeting
called by the Niti Aayog earlier this
month, the issue was taken up and
the HRD ministry indicated that it
was instead working onaproposal to
engage the best educational insti-
tutesin theacecreditation process.

The HRD ministry’s proposal says
that the process of inspection of in-
stitutes for accreditation — a key
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area whichisoftenallegedly compro-
mised — will be outsourced to a con-
sortium of 1I'Ts and ITMs. Currently;
it is the National Board of
Accreditation and the National
Assessment and Accreditation
Council which inspect, evaluate and
assess technical institutes and other
higher education institutes respec-
tively on certain parameters.

The Javadekarled ministry is now
proposing to outsource the entire
inspection regime to II'Ts and ITMs
which will submit their reports to
NAAC and NBA. Based on these re-
ports, the two accreditation agen-
cies will decide on whether to grant
accreditation to the applicant insti-
tutesornot.
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IIT-Kharagpur researchers enable web access for disabled
http://indianexpress.com/article/education/iit-kharagpur-researchers-enable-web-access-for-disabled/

The application converts interfaces of social media platforms such as Facebook and re-organises them in a way that can
be used by those with impairments, to experience social networking via access switches

Researchers at the Indian Institute of Technology, Kharagpur have designed a software that enables those with neuro-
motor disorders to access the web, play games and participate in social networking with ease.

The application converts interfaces of social media platforms such as Facebook and re-organises them in a way that can
be used by those with impairments, to experience social networking via access switches (assistive technology device).

“For the neuro-motor disorders, we have developed the interface by which they can access web and carry out social
networking activities,” said Anupam Basu, lead researcher and Head and Chairman, Centre for Education Technology, IIT

Kharagpur.

“Using the software application, Facebook interface can be changed and converted in a way, reorganised and made
amenable through access switches. Facebook can be accessed and games can be played by children,” Basu said.

The application can be deployed on mobile phones and works well on 5-inch or 7-inch tablets.

Researchers have developed a whole new range of technological tools to empower children with special needs (including
the visually challenged and those with speech and motor disabilities) and meet their educational requirements.

“We are now working on dyslexia and in that we have started working on how we can make intelligent software by which
children can read,” added Basu.
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The great middle
class engineering
dream loses steam

SLUMP The number of students getting enrolled in engineering
colleges has been dipping due to a near-stagnated job market

Neelam Pandey
m neelam pandey@hindusta

NEW DELHL: Engineering appears
tobelosingits attraction as a top
career option among Indians.

The number of students get-
ting admitted to government and
private engineering colleges and
institutes —excluding IITs and
NITs — is recording a steady
decline, by at least 100,000 in
the past two years.

Barely half of the number of
seatsacross the country got filled
last year.

The All-India Council of
Technical Education (AICTE)
discussed the worrying trend at
arecentmeeting after states such
as Odisha and Madhya Pradesh
asked the human resource devel-
opment (HRD) ministry to con-
duct a demand-supply analysis
before granting approval to new
engineering institutes.

The trend could be attrib-
uted to a near-stagnated job
market for engineers or avail-
ability of a glut of career
options for students from
non-engineering fields.

Jobs have dried up, with just
one outof three engineering stu-
dents getting campus placements.

Placements have increased
from 31% in 2013-14 to about
40% last session, but as has the
number of graduates from new
institutes that have come up in
the past few years and private
colleges, which have increased
their seats.

These are churning out more
graduates than there are jobs.
Besides, most of the students
don’t meet expectations of com-
panies offering placement.

“A majority of students grad-
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Near-stagnant job markets a reason behind waning interest
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Placement

uating from engineering insti-
tutes don’t have the required
skills and knowledge for spe-
cific jobs. Naturally, they don’t
get employed. Faculties at engi-
neering institutes are a cause of
worry too,” said Deepak Pental,
former vice-chancellor of Delhi
University.

A NASSCOM survey in 2011
says only 25% graduates working
in the Indian IT sector have the
required skills. The situation has
not changed much a decade on.

“Many new engineering col-
leges are coming up every year.
The AICTE grants them approval
if the infrastructure and faculty
requirements are in place. But
one needs to examine the demand
and supply, an HRD ministry offi-
cial said.

The AICTE’s own data say
more than 800,000 students were
admitted to state-run and private
engineering institutes in 2015-16,
but only 340,000 got jobs.

“We are ending up open-

ing teaching shops across the
country. It should definitely
be assessed whether there is
a demand for such institutes
as many seats are also lying
vacant,” Pental said.

The AICTE, which grants
approvals to institutes, said
enrolment has been down because
many students are opting for tech
institutes of private universities.

“Private institutes have
increased their seats substantial-
1y, without seeking our approval.
That means we don’t have updat-
eddata onrecent enrolments,” a
senior AICTE official said.

In Odissa, there are 221
engineering institutes with
an approved intake of 97,590
students, but only 47,601 took
admission in the previous aca-
demic year.

Similarly, in Madhya Pradesh,
82,048 students took admission
in 299 engineering institutes,
though the intake capacity is
149,796.



